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Expert Deployment Mechanism for Trade
and Development (EDM) in Colombia
EDM in the context of Canada –
Colombia Bilateral Relations

EDM
OBJECTIVES

The Canada-Colombia Free Trade Agreement
(CCoFTA) entered into force in August 2011. The
landmark agreement includes side agreements
focused on labour cooperation and rights as well
as environmental protection. Colombia is also party
to ongoing negotiations of a free trade agreement
between Canada and the Pacific Alliance, a regional
trade agreement including Chile, Mexico, and Peru.
These negotiations began in October 2017. In 2020,
Colombia imported CAD $790 million worth of goods
from Canada, with cereals, machinery, and fertilisers
constituting the largest share; that same year
Colombia exported CAD $848 million worth of products
to Canada, with a focus on coffee/tea, mineral fuels
and oils, and trees, plants, and flowers. Canadian
foreign direct investment (FDI) in Colombia totaled
CAD $5.95 billion in 2019.

Improve the economic wellbeing of women and men
in developing countries
where Canada engages in
trade or investment.
Increase access by small
and medium-sized
enterprises (SMEs) and
women, indigenous
peoples and other
underrepresented groups
to the benefits of trade.
Advance Canada’s trade
diversification strategy.

COLOMBIA
DEVELOPMENT PRIORITIES
Colombia’s National
Development Plan (NDP)
2018-2022 aims to boost
equality, entrepreneurship,
and legality. Cross-cutting
areas include environmental
sustainability; science,
technology, and innovation;
transport and logistics;
digital transformation;
public services in water and
energy; mining resources;
identity and creativity; peace
building; ethnic groups;
people with disabilities; and,
equality for women.

EDM in Colombia
Working in close collaboration with ProColombia – a
government agency responsible for promoting foreign
investment, tourism, and non-traditional exports – and
other public and private sector entities, EDM’s thematic
areas of focus in Colombia are as follows:
• Implementation and promotion of the CCoFTA, including
provisions related to electronic commerce, rules of
origin, sanitary/phyto-sanitary measures, creative
industries, competition policy, public procurement,
labour, and environmental protection.
• Trade policy capacity building, with a particular
emphasis on advancing Colombia’s interests within
the Pacific Alliance.

• Trade readiness and adapting to international
competition, with a focus on rural development
and the economic empowerment of women and
Indigenous peoples.
EDM experts are delivering technical assistance (TA) to
the following Colombian entities:
• ProColombia, Ministry of Commerce, Industry and Tourism
(MINCIT)
• National Association of Foreign Trade (ANALDEX)
• Department of Huila, Secretariat of Agriculture and Mining

Anticipated results include

Increased awareness
of public procurement
obligations and
opportunities within
government and the
private sector

Increased awareness of
e-commerce obligations
and opportunities within
the private sector

Increased awareness
among Colombian SMEs
of the obligations and
opportunities created by
free trade agreements

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH:

Colombian SMEs and
producer associations
better prepared to export
their products to new
markets

Selected EDM Technical Assistance Activities
Increase awareness of government
procurement obligations and
opportunities
EDM experts are building the capacity of ProColombia
to raise awareness among Colombian SMEs of
obligations and opportunities related to accessing
Canada’s public procurement market under the terms
of the CCoFTA. This includes the design of a training
course to be delivered by Colombian trade support
organizations (TSOs) to SMEs, as well as TA to help
reduce barriers to the participation of women and
under-represented groups in trade and government
procurement opportunities.

“

“

The development of e-commerce and
public procurement is an essential element
of Colombia’s economic recovery plan to
overcome the effects of the [COVID-19]
pandemic and to promote the use of current
trade agreements. [EDM’s TA] will definitely
benefit SMEs and allow knowledge transfer
benefitting ProColombia’s team and its
promotional efforts.”
—Flavia Santoro, President of ProColombia

Canada’s TA through EDM translates into more
knowledge for exporting companies, trade
associations, and the government in making
public policy decisions. It also provides better
tools for identifying the opportunities generated
by the CCoFTA. Thus, based on the knowledge
acquired and the experiences shared, progress
is being made in taking advantage of the
CCoFTA, diversifying Colombia’s export basket,
and increasing non-mining energy exports.”
—Juan Carlos Cadena, Director of Commercial
Relations, MINCIT

Increase awareness of electronic
commerce obligations and opportunities
EDM experts are working with Colombian officials to increase
private sector awareness of the obligations and opportunities
created by the e-commerce chapter of the CCoFTA and
to strengthen the capacity of TSOs to support the export
development efforts of Colombian companies. Efforts will
focus on the development of a training course to be delivered
by Colombian officials. Topics will include how Canadian laws,
regulations, policies, and procedures are designed to comply
with the obligations and achieve the objectives of the CCoFTA’s
e-commerce chapter.

Building capacity of ANALDEX to increase awareness
of the CCoFTA to its members
EDM’s expert is working with Colombia’s National Association of Foreign Trade
to develop and implement a training course to increase awareness among
SMEs of the obligations and opportunities created by agreements such as
the CCoFTA. This includes specific attention to opportunities for women- and
indigenous-led businesses. The course and its materials will be integrated
into ANALDEX’s existing suite of trade training courses for its private sector
clients. EDM experts will also work with ANALDEX to benchmark its export
promotion services against international best practices.

“

For ANALDEX it is a pleasure
to participate in this
program, which contributes
to the recovery and growth of
our country and deepens our
partnership with Canada.”
—Edinson Fonseca Correa,
Project Coordinator, ANALDEX

Export promotion assistance in the Department of Huila
This activity will focus on the design and preparation of
two training courses to be delivered by local officials to
Huila’s agricultural producer associations and SMEs. One
will concentrate on the CCoFTA’s agricultural market access
provisions, while the second will focus more broadly on
assisting SMEs with their export development efforts. In each

case, EDM experts will integrate environmental sustainability
and social inclusion considerations into training activities,
including how to assist women- and indigenous-led
SMEs, including both producers and retailers, with taking
advantage of the CCoFTA.

For more information and contact details, please visit: https://edm-mde.ca

